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cm;a—mbige'e—;eimmd H.R. 449 without amendment on February L3, 1YY, 110G nULE wus s
and passed H.R. 449 as reported by the committee on April 12, 1999. :

The Senate companion bill, $. 582, was the subject of a heating on April 15, 1999, The Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Comumittee chose to mark up and roport H.R. 449 instead of

§. 582. The committee reported H.R. 449 without améndment and the Senate subsequently
passed HL.R. 449 on November 19, 1999.

Public Law 106-131 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to enter into 8 cooperative
agregment with the Qatewny Visitor Center Corporation (the Corporation) to construct and
operate a regional visitor center at Independence National Historical Park. Such a center shall
be developed and operated in cooperation with the Secrstary of the Interior and shail bs the
primary visitor center for Independence National Historical Park as well as the greater
Philadelphia metropolitan region,

Because the visitor center will serve the Philade!phia metropolitan area and not just
Independence National Historica! Park, activities appropriate for a regional visitor center

are permitted, many of which are more then those permitied in National Park Service owned

and operated vigitor centers. The cooperative agreement shall be the formal document and
mechanism that authorizes the Corporation to undertake those activities. The cooperative
sgreement shall also provide the National Park Service the authority to conduct various activities






